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Dead Animals Liven Up ‘Little Creatures’

By Jessica Dawson

Special to The Washington Post

Thomas Lowery’s “But, | Don't Love You,” in Transformer’s four-artist
show, is part of the gallery fad of little naive-looking drawings.

Nara's ubiguitous goblin-mop-
pets, themselves riffs on Japani-
mation. The pages of children’s

tellwulluwmbutldmtbve
you.” Yet these textual supple-
mmuszmphraddtothewmght
of his picture’s futility. Some of
Jenkinson's circus animals have
expressions more ferocious than

those in picture books; still, they
remain suitable for a young per-
son’s story time.

As if assigned to save this
show from its own charms, in
walks Branagan with a suite of
work that complements even as
it subverts. Her fabric pieces in-
clude a collection of pint-size
faux pelts that look like stuffed
animals minus their fibrous in-
nards. Included among them are
cute rabbit heads sewn at their
edges with bright red thread. Ar-

the

lage — and the plump body of a
deceased sparrow into the ranks
of her fabric pelts. Into both ani-
mals’ eye sockets she has pasted
playful google eyes.
The gesture of adding eyes
nui'maﬂyreseswdbrchﬂdmna
seems an attempt to

building blocks stacked one upon
or inside the next (it's something
like multiple lampshades over

b!l]be.thol@lmuchmmem—
fined). Their rounded
echo pears or the domes of Is-

mounds.

Polite to the point of reserved,
this work doesn’t make waves,
Still, as fodder for meditation, it
offers the right amount of space
for the mind to wander.

In Hemphill's rear room,
paintings by Katherine Sher-
wood recall the tradition of al-

in alcove is the work of A.J. Bo&
chino, who strings together New
Yowk'lhlesheadlmesﬁomlgm

even as it creates new ones.

Little Creatures at Transformer,
1404 P St. NW, Wednesday-Satur-
day, 17 pm., 2024831102,
fﬁmgﬁ.fcn. 14. The gallery hosts
an artists’ talk with Branagan,
Lowery and Maruyama today at 4
transformergallery.

org
Arlene Shechet, Katherine Sher-
wood and AJ. Bocchino at Hemp-
hill Fine Arts,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. I5I§IMSLNW
202-234-5601, through Feb. 25.
www.hemphi \com




