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ART REVIEW

A Chance to Fill Up on Visual Treats:

By BENJAMIN GENOCCHIO

iﬂlﬂs‘l’ in the Marketplace™ at the

Bronx Museum of the Arts is an

easy sell. Now in its 24th year, this
annual professional development program,
followed by a group exhibition of work by
participants, was founded with the goal of
Blving emerging artists networking hints
and handy career-management skills. With
program admission competitive, the culmi-
nating exhibition Is always worth seeing.
It's also & good barometer of new trends in
art.

This year's exhibition seems fresher and
livelier than in recent years. It is partly be-
cause of the dizzying diversity of media,
with the 37 participants, culled from a pool
of 800, presenting a buffet of tasty visual
treats. Some hybrid concoctions are even
here, like an alpine landscape pal
cum-environment using light bulbs, paint
tins and menthol mouthwash in one of the
museum's dark utility closets. On first vis-
in, this work gave me the creeps.

Over all, the exhibition confirms that vid-
e0 continues to captivate the imaginations
of talented young artists. Jen DeNike, Car-
ol Irving. Heidrun Holzfeind, Shin-il Kim,
Songyi Kim, Kris Sabatelli and Letha Wil-
son have all contributed excellent videos,
ranging in style and subject matter from a
documentary-style video of a woman in her
briefs undergoing a polygraph test (Irv-
ing) 0 a bizarre
tape of a naked
man reaming a
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of drawings
(made of minimal
marks on paper
dane with a non-
functioning  pen)
animated on video
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kimds of eraft practices, including knitting,

sowing, collage and di
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MeQueen with his stock certificates from
bankrupt corporations, which recoup value
as art, and Laura Sue Phillips and her

These politics seems 10 be beside
the point of art's role in American society.
Sadly, we want things that can sell, and lit-
the more. But happily a bunch of artists in
this exhibition demand a greater preroga-
tive for art. Artists making trouble here
(this s my kind of art) include David

snapshot of her own ephemer-
al paintings on sidewalk trash bags and
other junk.

Liza McCannell gets my vote for imagi-
native flair, The 30-year-old Brooklyn art-
ist commandeered a dark utility closet to
create an alpine landscape painting around
the walls using light shined through old
paint tins. The smell of menthol
mauthwash intensifies the “alpine” atmos-
phere. This piece is so weird it took me by
surprise. It also drew a smile, which is rare

for such hard-core art,

So far I've mentioned about 20 artists,” |
meaning half the exhibition has been"'
glossed over without comment. This ts un'"|
fair, for there are other engaged, thought-"
ful works here by Karla Roberts, Valerie'
Hegarty, Amy Chan, Gina Fuentes Walker, "'
Phillip Buehler, Jason Lujan, among oth-
ers. In a jaded world, their passionate spir-
it is refreshing.
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“Artist in the Marketplace 24." is at the
Bronc Museum of the Arts, 1040 Grand
Concourse, the Bronx, through June 20. In- |
[formation: (TI8) 651 6000, H



